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To prepare for Consecration Sunday, Nov.11, the Stewardship Team is hosting a
congregational luncheon following worship on Nov. 4. A brief report will be presented concerning Stewardship and campaign information.

As each one has received a gift, use it to serve one
another.
1 Peter 4:10
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During the first week of November, pledge packets
will be available. Please prayerfully consider
pledging your support for 2019 ministries.
Bring your pledge card to worship on
Sunday, November 11
or submit it to the church office.

To prepare for
Consecration Sunday,
Nov.11, the Stewardship
Team is hosting a
congregational luncheon
following worship on
Nov. 4. A brief report
will be presented
concerning Stewardship
and campaign
information.

PAGE

2

From Your Pastor
Thanksgiving is my favorite holiday. I love the sights, sounds, and smells.
We remember the roots of this country came from a group of immigrants
traveling to a new land on ships, hearts filled with hopes and promises.
Soon that dream became difficult as they struggled to make it in this new
land. They were fortunate to have God’s grace shine through Somerset
and other natives to America. After a lot of struggle and after the harvest
was complete, they gathered to give thanks to God for being with them,
even in their most serious struggles. One important lesson comes to mind
as I think about the Pilgrims’ focus on living. They lived in the power of
thanksgiving.
Today, living in the moment is difficult, but it is still quite possible. What
do I mean by possible? Imagine waking up tomorrow and not slapping the
snooze button on the alarm clock, but when we awake we intentionally recognize the
possibility of something better happening! For each day is exciting and a gift. Before our feet
hit the ground running, there is a moment where we are given a choice. Do I quickly get
dressed and head out headlong into the day? Or do I “practice the pause?” If we practice the
latter, we choose to live like the pilgrims and not allow what really matters to get swallowed
up by the daily grind of meetings, errands, and interruptions. In the practice of the pause, we
get to live in the moment and give thanks that we have this day as a gift.

When I was in college, I worked in the summers at Camp Albemarle. I worked with several
sons and daughters of FPC Kinston: Heather Landis, Tom Landry, Shelley Sumerlin, and Bill
Stanley. I enjoyed my time at camp. One of the good memories was that each day we
“practiced the pause” through song. Often we sang a song based on Psalm 118:24: “This is the
day that the Lord has made. We will rejoice and be glad in it.” The song would lift my heart,
ground me in the present, and remind me of the grace of God.
What do I mean about grounding me in the present and reminding me of God’s grace? “This is
the day” reminds me that God made this day, this moment, right now! Whatever moment I am
breathing in, God made it! When times are fantastic or when life seems beyond my control,
something about THIS DAY is good because God made it.
That song focuses my attention in the moment.
I love the words of Psalm 118:24. They remind me to pause
and give thanks and consider for a moment a life lived with
intention. Allow me a few questions to consider in the
pause:
Is there something I would change?
Is there someone I would reach out to?
Is there something I would need to give?
Is there something I need to let go of?
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I’m not saying that practicing the pause will not keep away the
busy day’s schedule. But each day we wake up, the pause gives
us an opportunity to step out of a comfortable routine that may
be limiting our potential, to get unstuck from the things that are
binding us, and to intentionally live for something that is
important. The pilgrims took that pause in their Thanksgiving
meal to give thanks for God’s gift of being with them, even
through their moments of trial. So, join me in singing “This is
the day that the Lord has made” and let our hearts rejoice and be
glad in it.
After we practice the pause, we can hit play and begin living our
lives with passion and purpose. For this is the day we can
overcome a bad habit or a character flaw. This is the day that
can bring us closer to our dreams. This is the day that we can
fight for what is right. This is the day we can change someone’s
life for the better. Let’s not let Thanksgiving Day just be one
day. Let’s let our hearts soar and be grateful every day.
For life isn’t about one day. Life is about THIS DAY!
God, help us to see the changes we need to make in our
lives, the risks we need to take, the things we need to let go.
Thank you for giving us THIS DAY and each new day as a
gift. In the powerful and strong name of Jesus, Your
precious Son! Amen.

Bill and Dixie Jernigan
We are delighted to welcome Bill and
Dixie who have transferred their
membership from Townville, South
Carolina.

Shalom,
Edward Bellis, Interim Pastor

Worship in November
November 4—All Saint’s Sunday
Stewardship Sunday

Excerpt from
ECU East
Magazine,
Faculty
Focus,
Sept. 12,
2018.

Scripture: Mark 12:38-44
Sermon: Generous Giving

November 11– Veteran’s Day
Consecration Sunday
Scripture: Mark 12:28-34
Sermon: What Do You Say When You Roll Out of Bed?

November 18
Scripture: Mark 13:1-8
Sermon: Who Is In Charge Here?

November 25– Christ the King Sunday
Scripture: John 18:33-37
Sermon: Can You Handle The Truth?

Dr. Leigh Patterson, associate dean
for faculty development at the Brody
School of Medicine, has been named
a 2018–2019 Hedwig van Ameringen
Executive Leadership in Academic
Medicine fellow. The international
fellowship recognizes her potential
for executive leadership in academic
medicine. The ELAM program is a
yearlong, part-time fellowship for
women faculty in schools of
medicine, dentistry, public health and
pharmacy.

PAGE

4

Could you or someone you know use
a helping hand with raking leaves &
light yard work?
Our children and youth would like to be a blessing to
you during our annual “Rake & Run”
event on Sunday, November 18.
Contact the church office (522-1921)
by Monday, November 12 if you
would like to be added to our list.

Kids’ Club & PYC - Sun, November 4
PYC – 12:00-2:00pm - All 6th-12th graders are welcome to join us for fun, fellowship, and faith as we
share God’s grace through random acts of kindness in our community.
Kids’ Club – 4:00-5:30pm – We…Forgive – All preschoolers through 5th graders are invited to join us as
we explore the story of the Prodigal Son.
Note: A meal is provided for both groups.

Faith Café at Bojangles—Sunday, November 11
All 6th-12th graders are invited to meet at the Church van promptly at 9:45am on Sunday, November 11 as we
travel over to Bojangles for food and faith-filled conversation. Topic: Jesus & the “Stressed Out.” Plan to
bring a few dollars for breakfast. We’ll be back to the church around 10:45am for worship. Hope you can
come!

Lunch Small Group at Parrott Continues
Join Rachel in the cafeteria during the Middle School or High School Lunch periods every other Wednesday
for an informal time of connecting faith to our daily lives. November Dates: 11/14, 11/28.

Rake & Run—Sunday, November 18
We'll be raking leaves & doing light yard work for folks who need a helping hand. Kids’ Club & PYC will
meet together from 12:15-3:00pm. Please note the special time! Extr a adults ar e needed, too!

What to Wear/Bring:


Clothes & shoes you don’t mind getting dirty



Rake (If you have extras, please bring them!)



Work/gardening gloves

Completed Medical/Information Form (if you haven’t already turned in one)

Note:
THE

Rachel will be on medical leave due to knee surgery from October 24 until November 7.
If you have any Children/Youth related questions during that time, please contact the church
office, info@fpckinston.org.
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Children’s Sunday School
continues!

Each week our preschool-5th grade children gather
following the Time for Young Disciples for
Children’s Choir and for a brief Sunday School
lesson. If you are able to nurture our young
people in the faith by leading a lesson, please sign
up here: http://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10c0d48a5ac23a6fe3-elementary
Lessons and materials are provided.

On October 6-7, 10 youth
enjoyed an overnight retreat
here at FPC. We were able to
tear down and rebuild a deck
AND a wheelchair ramp at a
home in LaGrange, explored
the meaning and practice of
prayer, shared fellowship, and
celebrated World Communion
together. It was a joy to see
the servant’s hearts of our
young people. As always, if
you weren’t able to participate
this time, we hope you can
join us next time! A special
thank you to our Sidney &
Susan Baker and Larry Landry for helping to coordinate and
lead our building projects, and to Kristi Blizzard for the yummy snacks!
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Circle Meetings in November:
Circle 1—2nd & 4th Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m.
(Nov. 12 and 26 at 2112 Michelle Drive)
Leader: Katherine Harper (252-525-8845 or
KatherineQHarper@hotmail.com)
Circle 2—Mon., Nov. 5 at FPC Conference Room, 2:30 p.m.
Leader: Janice Hendrix (252-522-4843)
Circle 3—Mon., Nov. 5 at Queen Street Deli, 11:30 a.m.
Leader: Patricia Noble (252-526-1437)
For more information on
Circle groups or PW projects,
contact June Cummings at
252-522-2124 or
juneelizabeth4@gmail.com

Circle 4—Wed., Nov. 7 at Queen Street Deli, 11:30 a.m.
Leader: Cathy Swann (252-522-1193)
Circle 5—Tues., Nov. 6 at Queen Street Deli, 11:30 a.m.
(note time change)
Leader: Linda Brown (252-522-2365)
CHURCH WOMEN
UNITED

World Community
Day Celebration

Monday, Nov. 19, 2018
PW Thank Offering Program and covered dish
lunch at noon

(Circle 3—set-up & clean-up)

Friday, November 2, 2018 at
White Rock Presbyterian
Church (514 Thompson St.)
Registration begins at 9:30
a.m.; Program begins
at 10:00 a.m.
Bring food for ICOR.
For more information contact
Ann Grant at 252-523-2023.

A ladies Night was held in September
and donations were made to help with
hurricane relief.
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Cornflakes and God—what is the connection?

Jell-O and fellowship meals—why are congealed salads
popular at potluck meals?
Who wrote the first known morality play and when?
Who authored the first book in English by a woman?
Answers to these questions and many others about the
church may be found in issues of Church History in the
church library. This non-denominational magazine offers issues each with a different theme related to the
Christian faith. Issues of Christian History are located in the church library and may be checked out by
following the directions with the magazines.
Thank you to Don Boldt for contributing the remarkable magazines to the library.

All singers high school
age and above are
welcome.
Dr. John O’Brien, Conductor/Director
accompanied by the North Carolina Baroque Orchestra
Rehearsal dates:
Sunday November 25, 2:00-3:30 p.m.
Sunday, December 2, 2:00-3:30 p.m.
Sunday, December 9, 5:30-7:00 p.m.
Sunday December 16, 3:30-5:00 p.m.
Dress Rehearsal: Monday, December 17, 4:00-6:00 p.m.
Performance: Monday, December 17, 7:00 p.m.

Christmas Decorations
Even though it may seem early, plans
are being made now to decorate our
church for Christmas. In an effort to
utilize resources best, we will order
only the number of poinsettias that are
reserved by the deadline of
November 14. If you would like to
place a poinsettia in the church in
honor or in memory of a family
member or friend, please fill out
the form below and return it to the
church on or before Wednesday,
November 14 together with a
check made payable to
First Presbyterian Church.
Poinsettias:

$12.50 (6” pots)
$25.00 (8” pots)

Sponsored in part by a Grassroots Sub Grant of
the Community Council for the Arts through the
North Carolina Arts Council, Department of
Natural and Cultural Resources, a State agency

Christmas Decoration Order

Donor’s Name _____________________________________
___________________________________________________
In Memory ( ) Honor ( ) of __________________________
____________________________________________________
Number/Size Desired ____________________
Check enclosed for total cost $____________
_____ Please share my poinsettia with a homebound
member after Christmas
_____ I plan to pick up my poinsettia after the
Christmas Eve Services.

PAGE

8

AIM

(Adventures in membership)
Are you interested in joining First Presbyterian
Church as a member? Are you a long time
member and wanting to learn more about who we
are as a Presbyterian church and what it means
when you call yourself Presbyterian? Have you
been a regular visitor to our church, but want to
get more involved? I would love to get to know
you better as your interim pastor! Those
interested in learning more about FPC are invited
and encouraged to join me in the Adventures in Membership Class on Saturday, November 3, from 8:30 to
11:30 p.m. in Room 154 (across from the nursery).
Join us on Sunday, November 4, at 11:00 a.m. as
we set aside a special time of remembrance for
members of our church family who have gone to
be with the Lord during the past year. We will
remember:
William Andrew Gold
Gwendolyn Bell Orr
Mary Jo Quinerly Jefferson
Louise Hedgepeth May
Margaret Lovegrove Henderson

ADULT CLASS STUDY FOR ADVENT
Can you believe Christmas is just around the corner? Before we can get
to Christmas though, we must travel through Advent. Our Education and
Nurture Committee invites each of you to celebrate and join us in our
Adult Class during each Sunday in December. We gather to give thanks
for a remarkable gift that arrived in an unremarkable package. That gift
came to us in a specific place, Bethlehem, more than 2,000 years ago.
That gift was a specific person – Jesus the Christ. No one expected God
to come the way he did. Yet the way he came was every bit as important
as the coming itself. The manger is the message. In this four-session
video Bible study during Advent, Edward Bellis will lead us in looking
at Max Lucado’s exploration of how the One who Made everything
chose to make himself nothing for us.

Mark your calendars now and come join us each Sunday in

December in Room 154 from 9:30-10:30am for this exciting study. See
you there.
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Members

Becky Barbee

Ralph Clark

Hope Shackelford

Kathryn Thutt

Wyatt Benton

Honey Fuller

Alyssa Spence

Pamela Williams

Sandy Landis
In Kinston:

In Hendersonville:

In Greenville:

Harmony Hall
Jeanette Marshall

Carolina Reserve of
Laurel Park

Cypress Glen
Gertrude Dalzell

Spring Arbor
Nancy Cherry
Jim Marshall
Max Tabory

Clara Manning

In Raleigh:

Universal Health Care N.

In Connecticut:

Fred Hodge

State Veterans Home

Windham Falls Estates
Helen Rackley

Fred Antonowich

Family & Friends

Hilda Cranfield

Edith O’Brien

Joe Stark

Arlene Austin

Holly Hill

Rocky Rockenhauser

Glenwood Waters

Wes & Heather Bunting

Peggy Holliday

Jewel Rider

Tanis Wilder

Ella Grace Carter

Wayne Malone

Phillip Scercy

Christie Wilkins

Ronnie Civils

Martha McCall

Doug Shaw

Ed Williams

Reese Smith

Billy Wright

Congratulations
 to proud grandpa, J. C. Carraway, on the birth of a granddaughter, Sutton Knotts, on October 1,
2018.
 to Fran Parker on the birth of her great grandson, Brian Jackson Buck, II, on September 23.
Parents are Donna Parker and Brian Buck.

In Memoriam

Margaret Lovegrove Henderson
April 6, 1933 — October 17, 2018
“I am the resurrection and the life, says the Lord.
Those who believe in me, even
‘though they die, will live and everyone who lives and believes
in me will never die.”
John 11:25-26
THE
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Sympathy and Prayers to:


Don Boldt and family in the passing of Don’s
brother, E. Dean Boldt, on October 8.



Al Gold and family in the passing of Al’s
sister, Frances Hill, on October 18.



Nancy Bower and family in the passing of
Nancy’s sister, Dorothy Williams Harvey, on
October 18.
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Greeters

William McPhaul

Jason Cherry

Inez Dale

Ely Perry

Acolytes

Grace Williams

Emily Angel

Hayden Blizzard

Killen Harper

Ned Manning

Mitch Cooper

Youth

Cindy Archie

Lock-up

Ted Berry

John Hendrix

Don Mills

John Erwin

Steward

John McPhaul

John McPhaul

John McPhaul

John McPhaul

November

Lay Leaders

GIVING HOPE

Children’s Hope Alliance is
the combination of Barium
Springs and Grandfather Home
for Children joining forces to
serve children and families throughout North Carolina. They
work hard to provide a safe, healing journey for hurting
children and families, creating hope now and in the future.

Tuesday, Oct.2, 8:00 a.m.

This year’s thanksgiving offering will go to the Children’s
Hope Alliance and will be collected in worship on Sunday,
November 5.

Date

Attendance

Offering

Sept. 30

87

6,410.75

Oct. 7

120

5887.19

Oct. 14

82

4884.49

Oct. 21

75

9012.31

Year-to-Date

Budgeted
Amount

Difference

$322,173

$325,620

$3,447

Stated Session

Meeting
1

Laura Pressly

23

Eli Roberts

3
6
7
11

Hoyt Minges
Clara Manning
Matthew Brown
Joe Sidney Bower

23
23
25
26

Ellie Williams
Scott Williams
David Williams, Jr.
Clara Smith

12
12
17
19

Justin McCowan
Laura McPhaul
Ely Perry, IV
John O’Brien

26
27
29
30

Earl Stroud
Patricia Noble
Curtis Narron
Michael Riddick

20 Vicki Antonwich

Monday, November 12

Tuesday, August
7, 8:00 a.m.
6:00 p.m.
Interested in joining?

at

The Session will receive new
members at the meeting on
November 12. For more
information, contact Pastor Bellis at
eddiebhappy@yahoo.com or
252-522-1921.

News Around FPC’s World
First Presbyterian Church
2101 N. Herritage Street
Kinston, NC 28501-2221

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

To share a specific prayer concern or make known a particular
concern or suggestion, please see any of the members of Session
listed below who comprise the elected leadership of our church.

The Session
Class of 2018
Jason Cherry
Inez Dale
Ann Gold
William McPhaul
Ely Perry
Frances Theodorakis
Teena Williams
Grace Williams

Class of 2019
Frank Hall
Janice Hendrix
Bill Jackson
Steve Jefferson
Laura Pressly

Class of 2020
Cindy Angel
June Cummings
David Fillippeli
George Jenkins
Michael Martin
Cathy Wooten

Clerk: George Jenkins
*****************
Edward Bellis IV, Inter im Pastor

Rachel D. Benton, Coor dinator for Childr en/Youth
John O’Brien, Dir ector of Music/Or ganist
J. C. Carraway, Assistant Choir master /Or ganist
Linda Johnson, Financial Administr ator
Shelly Sparrow, Office Administr ator
Jeff & Christi Boyd, Missionar ies to Cameroon

