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From Your Pastor
As a youth I lived in New Bern, North Carolina, and I would participate in
the annual Christmas bird count held by the Audubon Society in Craven and
Carteret counties. You may or may not know this about me. I love birds! I
always have. I am impressed with the wide variety of birds, especially in
eastern NC. Two particular birds always capture my attention but for
different reasons. Those birds are the bald eagle and the white ibis.
The bald eagle is amazing in its power. The magnificent and impressive bird
soars through the air and takes my breath away. When I worked in Florida,
one would periodically rest on our church steeple causing people to rush
outside to snap its picture. The myth was that Ed Gammon, the founding
pastor of the church, loved the bald eagle and its biblical message of strength
and courage. At his funeral as people were leaving and heading to their cars,
someone noticed that a bald eagle was perched
on the cross, a fitting symbol for the event.
So, anytime one would see the bald eagle
resting on the steeple, the proud bird was
said to be the spirit of Ed Gammon watching
over the church. In my experience, people
will go to great lengths to see an eagle, and
everyone’s breath catches when one is
sighted. They are indeed breathtaking birds.
The other bird I find interesting is the white
ibis. This bir d does not look like much
and surely isn’t as impressive as the bald
eagle. As a matter of fact, compared to the
eagle it is rather boring. Some may even
consider it a nuisance. The curved beak is
not pretty. They hang out in yards after
heavy rains or along the beach shore. They
gather anywhere and everywhere they can
eat.

Vanderbilt Presbyterian Church,
Naples, Florida

In our new year, I invite you to consider these two birds. Would you consider
yourself an eagle or a white ibis? Before you answer that question, you may wish to
orient your perspective by asking, “How does God see you?” Our Psalms point out
that God looks beyond the outward appearance and into the depths of our hearts. If
God looks into our hearts, maybe we should look beyond people’s outward
appearance and more intensely into the hearts of other people.
With this fresh perspective in mind, let’s reconsider for a moment the eagle and ibis.
On the outside, the eagle is immediately impressive, but when we look deeper we see
the eagle offers some challenges for our consideration. Did you know that eagles eat
the young of other birds? Have you ever seen eagles gather together? They typically
do not. Maybe in Alaska, but not normally. Eagles are solitary creatures by nature.
You may see two eagles sitting together, but it is more common to see them one at a
time. Also, other birds will not sit next to the eagle.
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Now take the ibis. Compared to the eagle, the outward appearance of the ibis is rather plain. But when we
look deeper we find something quite attractive about the bird. The ibis behaves quite differently from the bald
eagle. The ibis connects with the community of other birds. They fly together, eat together, and support one
another in their attempts to find food. They even watch out for each other. Other birds like to join them in the
search for food.
As I think about it, I see God designing humanity to be more like the ibis than the eagle. We are not meant to
be alone for lengths of time. In Scripture, we see Jesus, the Son of God, collected a band of brothers and sisters
and ate with tax collectors and sinners. The communal table played a large role in his ministry and came to
symbolize His promise for us, “As we eat this bread and drink from the cup” we remember His fellowship
with His disciples as we remember His hosting the meal. We call this meal a sacrament and give it a name –
Communion. Paul remarks on community: Romans 12:4-16 saying, “For as in one body we have many
members, and not all the members have the same function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and
individually we are members one of another.” We were designed by the Almighty to live in community and
for relationships with our sisters and brothers in Christ.
In the New Year, I encourage you to reflect on the gift of God’s community at First Presbyterian as we live
deeper into the time we have as Interim Pastor and congregation. Let the love of God surround you, guide you
in your treatment of others, and grant you peace. Remember to be thankful for the fellowship offered in the
body of Christ – the universal church – and the friends near and far as you are individual members of it.
Maybe in this month when you see a bird, you will remember to be thankful that God calls us to be more like
the white ibis and not the eagle.
Shalom,
Edward Bellis, Interim Pastor
P.S. I must tell you truth. The truth is I do love seeing the eagle.

Worship in January
January 7
Scripture: Matthew 2:1-12
Sermon: Just Follow the Signs
Ordination and/or Installation of New Officers
Bucket Brigade collected
Food for ICOR collected
9:45 a.m. First Sunday Classes for all ages.
Kid’s Club at 4:30 p.m.
PYC at 5:00 p.m.
January 14
Scripture: Mark 1:4-11
Sermon: Back to the Basics– Baptism 101
Celebration of The Lord’s Supper
January 21
Scripture: John 1:43-51
Sermon: Back to the Basics—Evangelism 101
January 28
Scripture: Mark 1:14-20
Sermon: Back to the Basics—Evangelism 201

To: Committee
Chairpersons

ANNUAL
COMMITTEE
REPORTS DUE

If you have not
already done so,
please submit
your annual
committee report. These reports are not only
used for the annual meeting but will be used for
the Mission Study.

Air Conditioner Update
Although we don’t need the air at this
time, we want to be ready for summer.
The new unit is expected to be delivered
on January 15 and replacement will
begin after that date.
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Our Children meet following Children’s Choir for a brief Sunday
School lesson each week and we’d love to have you join us!
Leaders are needed from approximately 11:30-Noon.
Curriculum and materials are provided. Sign-ups are available online
(see below) for January-May. Thanks for nurturing the faith of our
young people! Children’s class (Preschool-5th grade):
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d48a5ac23a6fe3-elementary

Be on the

Our Winter/Spring Children & Youth Ministries Calendar will be
shared in the coming weeks!
Our next Sunday night gathering will be January 7th

out!



For Preschool-5th grade children - 4:00-5:30pm



PYC for 6th-12th grades – 5:00-7:00pm

Faith First for All Ages at 9:45am will also be on January 7th!

To celebrate the season, our youth
enjoyed our annual Progressive
Dinner where we traveled from
house to house for a four-course
meal. Many thanks for the
hospitality shared by our
wonderful hosts!
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Many thanks to our 24 children and youth (ranging in age
from 16 months to 17 years!) who participated in our
Children & Youth Worship service on December 10th.
As always, you are such gifts from God! Thank you
for shining God’s light and love.

Many thanks to
everyone who shared their time and talents with us on December 10th
for our Youth Mission Trip
Fundraiser. We especially
thank Wilma Boldt and
Christian Smith for leading
cookie decorating with our
children/youth, all those who
made/donated goodies and
helped on the day of the sale,
our CCC team, the Fellowship
Committee for a lovely lunch,
and the leadership of Kristi
Blizzard and Laura McPhaul.
We are grateful to God for your
generosity! Together we raised
nearly $1500, which will help provide home repairs for our neighbors in
Western North Carolina.
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Circle 4 ladies meet on the first
Wednesday of each month at
11:30 a.m. at Queen Street Deli.
Feel free to join them for a time
of fellowship and Bible study.
Mary Louise Smith delivers a
Bible Study from the Presbyterian
Women Horizons Bible Study,
Cloud of Witnesses by Melissa
Bane Sevier.

Circle Meetings in January:
Circle 1— 1st and 3rd Wednesday of each month

(Jan. 4 & Jan. 18) at 7:45 p.m. at 3433 Lakeview Trail

Circle 2 & 3— Mon. Jan. 8- 2:30 pm at FPC Conference Room
Leader: Janice Hendrix #522-4843

Circle 4— Wed. Jan. 3 – 11:30 am at Queen Street Deli
Leader: Cathy Swann #522-1193

Circle 5— Tues. Jan. 2 -11:00 am at Queen Street Deli
(Note new time)

Leader: Kathryn Thutt #522-5246

Circle 6— Mon. Jan. 8 -11:30 am at Queen Street Deli
Leader: June Cummings #286-6995

1

Jason Cherry

16

Elaine Nix

23

John McPhaul

1

Claire Perry

18

Ann Cherry

27

Ralph Clark

1

Elyza Perry

18

Mitch Cooper

28

David Mills

2

Frank Hall

18

Wendy Woodley

28

Don Mills

3

Hope Shackleford

20

Cathy Wooten

29

Steve Jefferson

4

Ray Wooten

20

Tyler Johnson

30

Eliza Jane Benton

8

William Moore

23

Kara Bellis

31

Colby Lewis

9

Greg Theodorakis

23

Mary Catherine Dillon

31

Collins Moore

14 Kathleen Marshall
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The Handymen of FPC
completed their fall mission
project this past November 1316 working at The Refuge in
rural Ayden, N.C.
The Refuge is a Christian camp
consisting of a six acre pond, a
covered pavilion, wooded trails,
athletic fields and four restored
early 1900 farm houses.
The group spent the week
working on a recently acquired
house dating back to 1869. A
new thirty-two foot front porch
was built complete with stairs
and picketed railings. A rear
deck with steps and railings was
also installed. The building will
serve as a meeting hall when

The Handymen group included Bud Bradshaw, Larry Landry, Sidney
Baker, Doug Noble, Earl Stroud, Tom Thutt and Ted Berry.
Not pictured: Ron Rouse

All men are invited!
Join the men of the church for a
Dutch treat breakfast and
fellowship the first Tuesday of
each month!
The next meeting is
Tuesday, January 2
8:00 a.m. at Chick -fil-a.

In an effort to save costs and the environment,
we are going to reduce the number of
newsletters being mailed. It will be emailed
out, shared through the website and on
Facebook. If you prefer to read a paper copy, we are happy to
continue mailing a paper copy. We will continue to mail
copies to our shut-ins. Extra copies will be available in the
Welcome Center. If you wish to continue receiving a paper
copy, please sign the sheet in the Welcome Center or contact
the church office. In February, we will reduce the amount of
at Chick-fil-a
mailings.

I would like to extend my
thanks to everyone that
participated in my recent winter
coat drive to benefit the
Guardian Ad Litem of Lenoir,
Greene, and Wayne Counties.
Through your generosity I
collected 226 winter coats to
support the children benefitted
by this program. The coats were
delivered to the Guardian Ad
Litem on December 4. Thank
you again for your support.
Jenks Jenkins
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Members

Wyatt Benton

Lyndon and Honey Fuller Gwen Orr

Wilma Boldt

Margaret Henderson

Hope Shackelford

Mickey Cooper

Sandy Landis

Mary Louise Smith

Rod Evans

Jeanette Marshall

Pamela Williams

Jimmy Fields
In Kinston:

In Raleigh:

In Greenville:

Spring Arbor

MacGregor Downs

Magnolia Glen

Nancy Cherry

Fred Hodge

Betsy Barbee

State Veteran Home

Cypress Glen

Fred Antonowich

Gertrude Dalzell

In Connecticut:

Windham Falls Estates
Helen Rackley

Family & Friends

Arlene Austin

Pat Hardy

Rocky Rockenhauser

Bill Thaxton

Ronnie Civils

Martha McCall

Reese Smith

Glenwood Waters

Irma Hamilton

Edith O’Brien

Carol Southerland

George Wolfskeil

Sympathy and Prayers to the family
of David Fillippeli, Jr., in the death of
his father, David Fillippeli, Sr., on
December 8, 2017.

During the week, please remember these
individuals of the church family in prayer.

Jan. 7

Congratulations to David and
Pamela Williams on the birth of a
granddaughter, Ellie Madison Williams,
on Thanksgiving Day, November 23,
2017. She is the daughter of David R.
Williams, Jr., and Tamara Williams.
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Aaron Dale; Inez Dale & Bill Thaxton;
Hope Shackelford

Jan. 14 Gertrude Dalzell; Ron and Bett Rouse
Jan. 21 Lee & Amy Davis, Paige;

John & Caroline Roberts, Miller & Eli

Jan. 28 Jim & Teresa Dobbins; Michael & Mary
Riddick, Molly and Matthew
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Greeters

Cindy Angel

David Fillippeli

George Jenkins

Michael Martin

Acolytes

Sophia Jenkins

Trevor Johnson

Lay Leaders

David Fillippeli

Jimmy Fields

George Jenkins

Gina Mackey

Lock-up

John Hendrix

Jason Cherry

John Erwin

Ted Berry

Steward

Herbert Sugg

Herbert Sugg

Herbert Sugg

Herbert Sugg

January

resumes
Wednesday,
January 3, 2018
at 5:30 p.m.

Attention: The Session meeting has
moved for this month only!
The January Session Meeting will be held on
Sunday, January 21, at 6:00 p.m.

The Class of Elders for 2020 will be ordained/installed
during Worship on Sunday, January 7.
The Children and Youth will collect the
Bucket Brigade for Hunger during
worship on Sunday, January 7. We will
also be collecting non-perishable food
for ICOR. Please place your food
items in the carts located in the entrance ways.

Morgan McPhaul William McPhaul

GIVING IN 2017
Offering envelopes are available in boxes
on the tables in the entrance areas for the
Sanctuary. These envelopes are certainly
not required for making gifts to the
church, but many givers find them
helpful in making weekly or monthly
offerings. Pick up any box, and the
number will be assigned to you once you
use the envelope.
To give through automatic draft from an
account, please set that up with your
bank. If the church sets it up for you,
there is an administrative fee.
Online giving is also available through
our website at www.fpckinston.org

Consider getting involved through
a committee in 2018.
Administration
Congregational Care
Education and Nurture
Congregational Fellowship
Facilities
Finance
Mission and Outreach
Membership, Growth, & Development
Worship and Music
Contact the church office for more
information at 252-522-1921.

News Around FPC’s World
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

The Staff of FPC would like to thank everyone
for their generous gifts, prayers, cards, and well
wishes at this time and throughout the year.
We send
warm wishes
to you and
your families
for a Happy
New Year!

To share a specific prayer concern or make known a particular
concern or suggestion, please see any of the members of Session
listed below who comprise the elected leadership of our church.

The Session
Class of 2018
Jason Cherry
Inez Dale
Ann Gold
William McPhaul
Ely Perry
Frances Theodorakis
Teena Williams
Grace Williams

Class of 2019
Jimmy Fields
Frank Hall
Janice Hendrix
Bill Jackson
Steve Jefferson
Laura Pressly

Class of 2020
Cindy Angel
June Cummings
David Fillippeli
George Jenkins
Michael Martin
Cathy Wooten

Clerk: George Jenkins
*****************
Edward Bellis IV, Inter im Pastor

Rachel D. Benton, Coor dinator for Childr en/Youth
John O’Brien, Dir ector of Music/Or ganist
J. C. Carraway, Assistant Choir master /Or ganist
Cookie Emory, Financial Administr ator
Shelly Sparrow, Office Administr ator
Jeff & Christi Boyd, Missionar ies to Camer oon

