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From Your Pastor
As your Interim Pastor, my call is grounded in preparation. My work is to
‘intentionally’ prepare the way for your new pastor to engage ministry at FPC
Kinston. One important way for us to prepare is to listen. The old Zen
proverb says, “It is the silence between the notes that makes the music.” So,
we now pause to listen for how God is speaking, to listen where we are to go,
and to discover where God wants our energies to focus. This listening is one
important way we use to call a new pastor to lead you into God’s exciting
future.

For I believe God’s already called the next pastor at FPC. Just as you are
praying for FPC and its future, I encourage you to pray for that pastor who is
coming, the person’s family, and the community of faith that your new pastor will leave. For as you receive
with joy the new pastor, another community will be grieving the loss. So, pray for the other community to be
patient and for them to be equipped with hope as they lose an important leader to them.
As we seek to discover where God is currently active and look into the future five or more years, we want to
document those discoveries in a Mission Study (MS). What is a Mission Study’s intended use? The MS will
be offered to the search committee called the Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC). They will use this
document, and other things too, to put together the church’s resume called a Ministry Information Form (MIF)
which includes critical competencies and skills necessary for the incoming pastor to possess. The MS is also
used to give candidates on paper a snapshot of the congregation’s strengths and challenges to help them
discern if the fit is right. What does a Mission Study’s content entail? While each MS is unique, allow me to
go over a few of the key elements.
As you approach thinking about the MS, realize it is really not a scientific document as much as it is a
photograph album of words. Thus, we include items of importance such as:
Our current financial health and strength
Our membership and worship numbers
Our historical information (i.e., What is FPC’s history and its roots?)
Our facilities and its opportunities and challenges
Our current committee structure and reports of key items under its authority
The demographic data of Lenoir County
A congregational survey
A report from the Interim Pastor and his observations and challenges taken from various Listening
Sessions
If that list sounds like a lot, it is. The good news is most of the information is easily accessible and readily
available. FPC does a good job, better than most churches, capturing that information, and a small group of
dedicated individuals are already at work pulling it together. The people are June Cummings, Ned Manning,
and Laura McPhaul, who make up what is called the Pastoral Transition Team (PTT).
Yet, the PTT does need your help and values your input through your participation in a congregational survey
and the Pastor’s Listening Sessions. Let me speak to the congregational survey first. During the first two full
weeks in December, you will be asked to participate in a congregational survey from Holy Cow! Consultant.
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This survey can be completed one of two ways. Either you can fill the survey out online or take a paper copy
home and return the completed survey to the church office in the manila mailer provided. The information will
be made available on December 3 during the worship service. All surveys are to be anonymous. Every member
sixteen years of age or older is asked to fill one out online or on paper. A box will be made available outside
Shelly’s office for those wishing to complete a paper copy.
The other way you are asked to participate is through signing up for a Listening Session (LS). I will be hosting
4 of them at various times. Please only sign up for 1 slot. Signups will be made available at the back of the
sanctuary starting November 19. If those times do not suit your schedule, please contact me personally to
schedule a personal one-on-one time. These LS are your time with me to share your own faith journey and to
tell me where you see God taking FPC in the next 5 years.
These times are exciting as we prepare for Christ’s return and for the coming of the new pastor. “We can do
ALL things through Christ who gives us strength.” (Philippians 4:13)
Shalom,
Rev. Edward Bellis, Interim Pastor

November 12, 2017

Highlights



Approved and welcomed New Members: Susan and Sidney
Baker

from the



Discussion of The Messiah to be presented on Monday,
December 18, 2017.



Received updates on the refrigeration unit in kitchen and the
A/C unit in the Sanctuary

Session Meeting

Youth Sunday is December 10 followed by lunch of soup
and sandwiches. It was recommended and the Session approved a fundraiser bake sale and
silent auction to be included on Youth Sunday to raise funds for the Carolina Cross
Connection Mission Trip.


Need help remembering your pledge? Make it easy by
having it drafted from your account through your financial
institution directly to the church. Yes, we could do this for
you; but it would be a significant expense to the church. When
you sign up through your financial institution there is normally
no cost to you. Please check with your financial institution for
more information, or contact Cookie Emory at 252-522-1921.
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Sunday, December 3
Faith First for All Ages – 9:45-10:45am
Children Nativity Play Preparation – 4:00-6:00pm – (Note: Extended time this
week!!) Toddlers through 5th graders are invited. (Parents of young
children are encouraged to attend with their child.) Dinner will be
provided at 5:30pm.
PYC for 6th-12th graders – 5:00-7:00pm - Join us as we prepare to lead
worship (on Dec 10) and get ready for our annual Christmas Play. This
week we’ll be mixing things up a bit with a special project at 5:00pm and
dinner at 5:30pm. Don’t miss it!

Sunday, December 10
Rehearsal for worship service – 9:30am
Children & Youth Worship Service – 11:00am (We’ll need readers, greeters,
special music, and more, so let Rachel know if you’d like to participate!)
Congregational Meal & Summer 2018 Youth Mission Trip Fundraiser –
12:00pm

Friday, December 15
PYC Progressive Dinner – 5:30-8:30pm

Faith First for all Ages

Sunday, December 3, 9:45am
Faith formation for children, youth, & parents on the FIRST Sunday of each
month @9:45am.
For Infants-Toddlers: Our nur ser y staffper son, Ms. Ella, pr ovides
experienced, warm Christian care that includes Bible stories & songs.
For Preschool-5th grade: Special, inter active lessons that nur tur e faith. Our Fall ser ies will be
on “Loving God.” This week’s topic: “Love God with Kindness”
For 6th-12th grade: Faith Cafe’ @ Bojangles. Youth will meet at FPC & ride in the church van
for food and faith-based discussion. This week’s topic: “Welcome”
For Parents: Discussion, fellowship, & study focused ar ound the inter ests of families.

Would you like a chance to get to know our youth a bit better?
If your answer to either question is yes, please read below!!
On Friday, December 15th from 5:30-8:30pm, our PYC group (6th-12th grades) will be having a Progressive
Dinner. They will travel from house to house to enjoy a 4 course meal as we celebrate this special season.
Would you consider hosting one course (appetizers, salad, main dish) at your home? We promise it’ll be a
wonderful evening of fellowship and fun!
Sign up online - http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d48a5ac23a6fe3-pycprogressive
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Congregational Meal & Youth Fundraiser!
Sunday, December 10 (following worship)
Join us Sunday, December 10th at Noon in Hamilton Hall for a
congregational lunch (soup and sandwich)
hosted by the Fellowship Committee.
Holiday goodies made by our children/youth and items made by our own knit and crochet
group, will be for sale.
All proceeds will go toward our
2018 Carolina Cross Connection Mission Trip.

Would you be willing to make a cake or pie or other holiday treat
for our Youth Mission Trip Silent Auction Fundraiser
on Sunday, December 10th?
If so, contact Rachel (rbenton@fpckinston.org, 252-412-6248). Thanks so much!

Looking for a way to center your thoughts on Jesus this
Advent & Christmas season?
Choose one or more of these options!
For Families with Children
Sign up for free daily devotions here - https://hubs.ly/H095s8t0
Each devotional includes a Bible verse, ideas for family activities, and discussion
questions. We know this is a busy season, so the devotionals can be completed in 5
minutes or less--or while you are on-the-go with your family! You'll receive them in
your inbox December 3 through Christmas Day.
For Youth & Adults
Join “d365,” an online devotional that incorporates Scripture, prayer, and
meditative thoughts. Each devotion takes less than 5 minutes a day.
To participate: download the d365 app for your smartphone OR visit d365.org to
subscribe to receive the daily devotions via email.
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Although Circle 3 has reduced in size, these ladies,
Kathryn Murray and Clara Smith, have kept the group
going for a number of years. They have held meetings at
Herritage Elite for the convenience of some of the members. This
group has now decided to combine with Circle 2 and meet on the 1st
Monday of the month at 2:30 at FPC. Feel free to join them. They
are studying from the PW Horizons Bible Study.

Circle Meetings in December:
Circle 1— 1st and 3rd Wednesday of each month

(Dec. 6 and Dec. 20) at 7:45 p.m. at 3433 Lakeview Trail

Circle 2 & 3— Mon. Dec. 4- 2:30 pm at FPC Conference Room
Leader: Janice Hendrix #522-4843

Circle 4— Wed. Dec. 6 – 11:30 am at Queen Street Deli
Leader: Cathy Swann #522-1193

Circle 5— Tues. Dec. 5 -11:30 am at Queen Street Deli
Leader: Kathryn Thutt #522-5246

Circle 6— Mon. Dec. 4 -11:30 am at Queen Street Deli
Leader: June Cummings #286-6995

The PW ladies enjoyed a
wonderful lunch and
presentation on Monday,
November 13. Ann Gold was
installed as treasurer, a
program was presented on the
Thank Offering, “For the
Healing of the Nations,” and
Rev. Bellis gave a presentation
on The Intentional Interim
Pastor process.
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Sidney and Susan Baker
I’m sure you have already met Sidney and Susan as they have
been active here for awhile. Sidney is a retired musician and
has been playing in worship and is active with the Handyman’s
Group. His interests include music, sailing, wood working,
cooking, and antiques. Susan is a retired teacher and enjoys
baking, crafts, reading, house restoration, swimming, biking,
and travel.

The Mission & Outreach Committee
has selected eight families, consisting
of 28 children and 11 parents for the
Angel Tree Project. The children
range in age from 1 month to 14 years
old.
The Angel Tree will be displayed on two Sundays, December 3 and
December 10. Please choose a tag or tags from the tree and purchase
the appropriate item listed. The tags will include the child’s name, age,
gender, clothing size, and whether or not they are African-American
(necessary for girls who listed a baby doll as their favorite toy). For younger children the
toy item may say “age-appropriate.” Please wrap the gift, affix the tag to the OUTSIDE of
the wrapped gift, and return the package to the church office by December 15. There will
be an essential number on the upper right corner of the tag which identifies the family
receiving the gift. Please be sure to sign up with a committee member for which tag you
have taken. Included on each tag will be the DEADLINE date of December 15 . This is
the day when all Angel Tree gifts must be returned to the church office.
Your Mission & Outreach Committee is counting on you, and we know you will
generously respond.

Please pick up a Christmas stocking or several from the back of the Sanctuary
or the church office to fill for a child. Fill it with anything needed for birth
to 12 years old, such as t-shirts, socks, undershirts, toys, small books, Bibles
or Bible stories, etc. (no sharp or breakable objects). Suggestion lists are also
available. Stockings should be returned to the church office by Thursday,

December 7.
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In an effort to save costs and the environment, we are going to reduce the
newsletters being mailed. Several have already stopped receiving a paper
copy. It will be emailed out, shared through the website and on facebook. We
realize there are those who prefer to read a paper copy and for those we will
continue to mail a newsletter. We will also continue to mail copies to our shutins. There will be extra copies available in the Welcome Center for visitors or
those who would like an extra copy. During the month of December and the first 2 weeks of January, you will
have an opportunity to sign up to continue to receive a paper copy.
There will be a sign up sheet in the Welcome Center and you can also email me at info@fpckinston.org or call
the church office. In February, we will reduce the amount of mailings. Please feel free to call the office
(252-522-1921) if you have any questions.

The Guardian Ad Litem Program of Lenoir, Wayne, and Greene
Counties serves abused and neglected children of all ages in our area. Many of these children lack the
necessities that we all take for granted, like a warm coat on a cold day. As you clean out your closets and get
out your winter gear, please keep these children in mind. I am collecting clean, gently used coats in infant to
adult sizes. Please hang your donations on the designated coat rack in the FPC Narthex.

Thank you for sharing the warmth!
Jenks Jenkins

Although these are not all our veterans, we were proud to
honor all who served in worship on November 12.

Officer Training for New Elders
Saturday, Dec. 2 (8:30am-3pm)
The next Stated Session Meeting will be
Monday, December 11 at 6:30pm at 3313 Quail
Ridge Rd. (Significant Others are invited)
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The Christmas Joy Offering supports
assistance to church workers in their time of
need and students of Presbyterian-related
racial ethnic schools and colleges. Giving to
the Christmas Joy offering is a way to
celebrate God’s greatest gift to us, Jesus
Christ. Please consider giving generously on
Sunday, December 17. Envelopes are
available on the table in the back of the
Sanctuary.
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Saturday,
December 18
7:00 p.m.

$7.00 suggested donation
Any donation toward cost above the
suggested is appreciated.

John O’Brien
Conductor/Director

The community chorus will
be joined by soloists and
accompanied by the North
Carolina Baroque Orchestra.

Sponsored in part by a
Grassroots Sub Grant of
the Community Council
for the Arts through the
North Carolina Arts
Council, Department of Natural
and Cultural Resources, a State
agency.

Jon Ward Shaw
Soprano

Darius Gillard
Tenor

Bryan Pollock
Countertenor

Timothy McNair
Bass
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Members

Wyatt Benton

Lyndon and Honey Fuller Gwen Orr

Wilma Boldt

Margaret Henderson

Hope Shackelford

Mickey Cooper

Honey Marlowe

Mary Louise Smith

Rod Evans

Jeanette Marshall

Pamela Williams

Jimmy Fields
In Kinston:

In Raleigh:

In Greenville:

Spring Arbor

MacGregor Downs

Magnolia Glen

Nancy Cherry

Fred Hodge

Betsy Barbee

State Veteran Home

Cypress Glen

Fred Antonowich

Gertrude Dalzell

Family & Friends

In Connecticut:

Windham Falls Estates
Helen Rackley

Arlene Austin

Ronnie Civils

Martha McCall

Reese Smith

Marie Blizzard

Irma Hamilton

Edith O’Brien

Carol Southerland

John Burroughs

Pat Hardy

Rocky Rockenhauser

Sympathy and Prayers to Kathryn and Tom
Thutt. Kathryn’s sister-in-law, Brenda Bowen,
passed on October 22, 2017

During the week, please remember these
individuals of the church family in prayer.

Dec. 3
Congratulations to John and Cindy Archie on
the birth of a granddaughter, Ramsay Sweat
Archie, on October 10, 2017, in New Orleans.
Parents are Tyler and Jennifer Archie.

Ralph and Edith Clark;
Earl and Ruthie Stroud

Dec. 10 Mitch and Mickey Cooper; Bill Stallings
Dec. 17 Lee and Annie Cox, Bryant Lee;
Bill and Clara Smith

Dec. 24 Kenneth and Carol Crossno;
Mary Louise Smith

Dec. 31 June Cummings; Don and Jo Shiffler
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Greeters

David Mills

Mary Louise
Smith

TBA

Inez Dale

TBA

Acolytes

Grace Williams

Emily Angel

Hayden Blizzard

N/A

Jenks Jenkins

Cindy Archie

Aaron Dale

Inez Dale

Ned Manning

Mitch Cooper

Lock-up

Facilities

Facilities

Facilities

Facilities

Facilities

Steward

John McPhaul

John McPhaul

John McPhaul

John McPhaul

John McPhaul

December

Lay Leaders

Date

Attendance

Offering

Oct. 29

88

$8,935.00

Nov. 5

119

$6,030.00

Nov. 12

89

$6,592.08

Nov. 19

107

$6,999.00

Ruthie Stroud will
have her 532
nativities on display
from Monday,
December 4 through
Friday, January 5,
2018. Please give
her a call & she will
be happy to arrange a
time to come see
them.
(h)252-939-9533 or
(c)252-939-6216

Tuesday, December 5
8:00 a.m.

Chick-fil-A
Highway 70

2 Otha Lender

18 Grace Williams

4 Kim Brown

19 Linda Brown

4 Pat Holleran

20 Ellie Cherry

4 Pat Johnson

21 Paige Davis

6 Kane Moore

24 Rod Evans

9 John Archie

25 Helen Rackley

9 Al Gold

26 Mary Louise Smith

9 Alyssa Narron

28 Inez Dale

13 Emily Angel

29 Ben Harper

17 Maggie Cherry

29 Braxton Mackey

17 Sophia Jenkins

30 Ken Crossno
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

To share a specific prayer concern or make known a particular
concern or suggestion, please see any of the members of Session
listed below who comprise the elected leadership of our church.

The Session
Class of 2017
Ted Berry
Karla Grizzard
Sophia Jenkins
David Mills
Ron Rouse
Mary Louise Smith
Caroline Suddreth

Class of 2018
Jason Cherry
Inez Dale
Ben Harper
Ely Perry
Frances Theodorakis
Teena Williams

Class of 2019
Jimmy Fields
Frank Hall
Janice Hendrix
Bill Jackson
Steve Jefferson
Laura Pressly

Clerk: George Jenkins
*****************
Edward Bellis IV, Inter im Pastor

Rachel D. Benton, Coor dinator for Childr en/Youth
John O’Brien, Dir ector of Music/Or ganist

For unto you is born this day
in the city of David a Saviour,
which is Christ the Lord.
Luke 2:11

J. C. Carraway, Assistant Choir master /Or ganist
Cookie Emory, Financial Administr ator
Shelly Sparrow, Office Administr ator
Jeff & Christi Boyd, Missionar ies to Camer oon

